262      A STUDY IN CONSCIOUSNESS

We have seen that this Will, the Power of the Self, be-
comes what we call Desire on the denser planes of matter,
and that. blinded by matter and unable to see its way, its
direction is determined by the attractions and repulsions
playing upon it from external objects. Hence we cannot
say of the Self at this period that he is Self-directed ; he is
directed by attractions and repulsions that touch him at this
periphery. We have further seen that as Desire came into
touch with Intelligence, and these two aspects of the Self
played upon each other, emotions evolved, showing traces
of their parentage, of their Desire-mother and of their In-
telligence-father. And we have studied the methods by
which emotion may be controlled, put to its true uses, and
thus rendered serviceable instead of dangerous in human
evolution.

We have now to consider how this Will, the hidden Power
which has ever moved to activity though not yet controlling
activity, slowly wins to freedom, that is, to Self-determination.
In a moment we shall consider what is meant by this word
" freedom ".

Essentially and fundamentally free in its origin as the
Power of the Self, Will has become bound and limited in its
attempts to master the matter into which the Self has en-
tered. We need not shrink from saying that matter masters
the Self, not the Self matter, and this it does by virtue of
the Self regarding matter as himself, identifying himself with
s't; as he wills through it, thinks through it, acts through it,
it becomes to him verily himself, and deluded he cries : " I
am this! " and while it limits him and binds him, he, feeling
it to be himself, cries : <( I am free." Yet is this mastering